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Hello and welcome to 
the first ever Stitch 
Fest zine...a fun 
bimonthly  digital 
newsletter bringing
you show news, some 
handy facts, games,
giveaways, exhibitor 
news and much more!
This month we are 
delighted to hear 

about the Goonhilly Alpacas from Irene 
Jones. We also start a series “All about 
me” with our exhibitors, friends and 
supporters ...this month we are excited to 
hear from Siobhan from the fabulous 
Siobhan’s Crafts.
We have exhibitor news from UK Alpaca 
and Beaker Button, the start of our “On the 
Farm” column where we will hear about the 
sheep farming year from Fernhill Farm on 
the Mendip Hills in Somerset. 
In show news, we’ll tell you about our
charity blanket project and excitingly
our first giveaway of the year...a free
pattern for the STITCH FEST PATTERN OF
THE YEAR by the aptly named Gorgeous Yarns!  



THE SHOW PATTERN
Wear your Stash Busting Cowl to the show!

You will need…
100g of 4ply and small amounts of contrast colours and 

3.5mm circular 50cm knitting needles OR
100g DK yarn and small amounts of contrast colours and 
4.00mm circular 50cm knitting needles, a yarn sewing 
needle

Tension
4ply worked over stocking stitch with 3.5mm needles: 38 st x 34 rows = 4”/10cm
DK worked over stocking stitch with 4.0mm needles:  24 st x 31 rows = 4”/10cm
The cowl is worked in the round, in stocking stitch. (In the round this is knit every 

stitch.)

Method
4ply instructions in BLACK, DK instructions in RED

4ply: Cast on 160 stitches in MC using a fairly loose or stretchy cast on, join into a 
round, PM
DK: Cast on 160 st in MC using a fairly loose or stretchy cast on, join into a round,PM
For both yarn weights:
Work 12 rows in the round of stocking stitch. Slip marker at beginning of each round
Then *work 4 rows of k2 MC, K2 CC, carrying yarn behind loosely
Then work 4 rows MC only**
The pattern is from * to **, Repeat 8 times for 4ply,  and 6 times for DK.
Then work 12 rows in MC.

Cast off using a stretchy cast off. I used a Russian cast off.
The edges will roll over onto themselves, that's OK!

Russian Cast off method is on our You Tube Gorgeous Yarns channel.

designed by Gorgeous Yarns

Abbreviations

K – knit
st(s) – stitch(es)
Rep – repeat
MC – main colour
CC – contrast colour
PM – place marker

Unless otherwise stated, all material 
© Caroline Bawn / Gorgeous Yarns.

www.gorgeousyarns.co.uk

Post pics ofyour Stash Busting Cowlon Instagram#stitchfestsw



Meet the alpacas of The Goonhilly Herd.

 

 

Meet the Alpacas of the Goonhilly Herd!
When a trailer drew up on the school drive on the last day of term and 4 sets 
of uffy ears popped up over the door my initial thoughts were (in 
sequence): 
1. Oooooooh! 
2. How typically bonkers and lovely of this school that someone has 
organised an alpaca visit for the students. 

3. I hope someone wrote a risk assessment for this! 

I thought it was a bit odd 
that a colleague was 
closely lming my reaction 
to our visitors....and then 
this happened.... 
   

It seems that everyone around me 
(family, friends, colleagues, students) 
had cottoned on to my growing 
obsession with these gorgeous uffsters 
and 3 of these beautiful boys were 
being gifted to me as the best surprise 
retirement present ever! Two days later 
we journeyed together to Cornwall, 
where my husband has worked for 

many years, and the alpacas settled into their intriguing new life as members 
of staff (!) at Goonhilly Earth Station on The Lizard. 

I've knitted for as long as I can remember and have more recently become 
interested in the process that takes a eece from pasture to pullover. 
Understanding how to care for these extraordinarily beautiful creatures has 
been the rst enormous step in this journey and I have been fortunate to 
have had excellent support and advice from much more experienced 
camelid owners in the last (nearly) 3 years. 

Whilst alpacas are essentially not 
difcult to look after, it's important to 
know about their nutrition and 
behaviour as well as how to train 
and handle them. Huacaya alpacas 
must be shorn every year to ensure 
good health and, when the shearer 
comes to us again in May, I will have 
accumulated 18 bags of eece, 9 of 
which would become higher grade 



 

bre from the blanket (back to the tummy) of the alpaca. The rest of the eece 
(neck and legs) can still be used in a range of crafting projects and even in the 
garden. The birds really appreciate a little super-soft, warm lining for their nests. 
You will all already know how fabulous alpaca yarn is. To get my boys' eeces 
closer to a pair of knitting needles I need to skirt 
and sort the eece to make sure that all the 
obvious debris is removed, use the drum carder 
to separate the individual bres and remove 
any further bits of straw, thorns, and spin the 
bre.  All still work in progress for me, especially 

the spinning.   
Isaac is the head of the herd. Always on 
the alert to protect his pals, he maintains 
his status by being aloof and just a bit 
grand! We wonder if he's using those big 
ears to pick up signals from the red 
planet like Goonhilly 6. 
Imperious though he is, when he thinks 
no-one is watching he likes to have a 
quick roll around on his back. 
 
Gustav(o), also known as, gentle but greedy Gus, is the 

musical one in the herd. He hums when he wants food which 
is nearly all the time. Poor Gussy often 
gets confused when the herd changes 
elds - he can never quite work the 
route out even when all the gates are 
open. I've added a photo of Gus's foot 
in case you've never seen the very odd-
looking toes that these camelids have. 
 
Tim used to be called Tiny Tim, for 
obvious reasons, but he's grown to be 
nearly as big as Gus. The picture on the left was taken with my 
daughter when he was 9 months old (when I knew nothing 
about my secret present). Tim is extremely cute with big Disney 
eyes and literally jumps for joy when he sees me heading over 
with his breakfast. His eece is very ne 

as you can see from the earlier photo - look at that crimp! 
The three amigos live very happily with two gorgeous but 
mischievous Golden Guernsey goats, Neil and Buzz. 
I hope you've enjoyed being introduced to The Goonhilly 
Herd. 

Irene Jones 
April 2021



The Stitch Fest Charity Blanket project will be 

running throughout this year to raise money for the 

wonderful work of The Trussell Trust - a charity 

committed to stopping hunger in Britain...they are 

working to eliminate the need for food banks, 

something I think we can all agree would make for a 

better Britain.

We are asking you to knit, crochet or weave 6 inch 

squares which we will then join together to make 3 

beautiful blankets to raffle off to raise money for The Trussell Trust during the show. 

Whether you can make 1 or 100 squares we will be delighted with your contribution! 

Some generous knitting and crochet designers have donated the patterns

for you to use for your squares, or you can make up your own. To find the patterns go 

to the blanket page on the website  www.stitchfest.co.uk/2021blanket 

The important things to remember are:
    Your squares must be 6 " square blocked.  
      Please use natural fibres only
      Use DK yarn or equivalent (eg. 2 strands of 4-ply)

Here are the palettes you can knit in...whatever you can spare from your stash!

Inspired by the 

English counry garden, 

think pretty pastels 

and summer flowers..

Greys, teals, 

neutrals, clean lines, 

calm and pure

Bright primary 

colours, rainbows, 

zingy and fun

When your squares are done, simply 

post them to us by September 10th 2021

and we’ll put the blankets together in time

for the show! Address on the right!

Stitch Fest South West

1 New Buildings,

Harbertonford

Devon TQ9 7SZ

Thanks for
helping!



EXHIBITOR NEWS
Suri alpaca fleece is long, lustrous, so� as 

bu�er and drapes beau�fully. Our new all 

Bri�sh suri yarns come in 50g skeins and are 

made from the fleeces of alpacas farmed in 

the UK. There is a set of 100% suri marls in the natural colours in 4-

ply. Suri takes dye wonderfully well so we have experimented with 

some subtle and definitely unsubtle shades. These skeins are made 

of 75% suri, 20% huacaya alpaca and 5% silk and this has resulted in 

a luscious so� 4-ply yarn with excellent drape 

and lustre.

Suri alpacas make up a small percentage of the 

world's alpaca popula�on, the majority being the 

Huacaya.

Dorset Bu�on specialist Beaker Bu�on 
have sent us details about their Mul�ple 
Style Dorset Bu�on Kit in a new 
colourway - Gaia. 
As an added bonus, Beaker Bu�on will 
plant a tree for every kit sold!
 The kit comes with everything you need 
to make 10 Dorset bu�ons in 5 different 
pa�erns, including plant based yarn, 
rings, full instruc�ons with colour 
photos, and a tapestry needle. It retails 
at £11 and comes packed in a cloth bag 
made locally. 

You can buy these
yarns online at
www.ukalpaca.com

Suri marls

Suri Alpaca

Huacaya Alpaca

Dyed 4ply yarns

You can buy these kits online at
www.beakerbu�on.co.uk



Every issue we will be dropping by at Fernhill Farm on the beautiful 
Mendip Hills where Jen and Andy have a ock of approximately 
3000 Shetland-cross sheep selectively bred for ne colourful 
bre, mature meat qualities, hardiness and their ability to restore 
biodiversity when continually grazing in larger nomadic-style ocks.
This month it’s lambing time.

A Fernhill Farm eece starts its journey with the arrival of 

the new lambs, born between out in the elds from 

15th April to 15th May as nature intended. These new 

arrivals are Blade shorn to produce lambs wool or 

shearling eeces, and then, in the hands of Fernhill's 

expert wool handlers the eeces will be will 

handpicked, graded, sorted, colour coded, measured, 

and strength tested. Fernhill Fibre is a sister enterprise, 

that takes pride on selecting the best eeces and 

making them available for sale to artisan crafters that 

are vegetable matter (VM ) free, clean, lustrous, and 

beautiful in every way. Yarns can be commissioned to 

order and felt makes use of all the second grade bres 

so nothing goes to waste. 

www.fernhillbre.co.uk

A lovely nd this morning on the hill - 

this Merino x Shetland / Gotland ewe 

has delivered a Wensleydale X ewe 

lamb with soft lustrous mini curls 



Siobhan Beaudin 
from Siobhan’s Crafts

All about...
STITCH FEST: Describe your craft in 5 words
SIOBHAN: Dyer of amazing colourful yarn

SF: Who taught you your craft?
S: I taught myself. It started of as a hobby 
but through my old job I studied a textile 
colouration qualication for 3 years and 
worked as a colour matcher in a laboratory 
(dyeing and matching colour for wool 
carpets), which gave me knowledge 
about how the science behind dyeing 
works. 

SF: How often do you do it?
S: Every single day. I’m a workaholic 

SF: Why do you enjoy it so much?
S: Because I get to create something unique for someone who then spends hours 
making it into something amazing, just to be part of that process is so rewarding.  

SF: What is your favourite dyeing technique? 
S: There are many techniques to dyeing yarn but my favourite is the hand painted 
method. It takes a lot longer to produce a skein that’s dyed this way but the results 
are just so pretty.

SF: What inspires you about your craft?
S: I'm all about colour and I love translating colours around me into yarn. Sometimes I 
can be out and about and see a postcard or photo and be like - “I need to make 
yarn inspired by that”. Then seeing people make truly amazing things with that yarn is 
really inspiring, especially since I’m a non knitter/ crocheter. 

SF: What luxury item would you take to a desert island?
S: My phone, I can’t live without it and the wonderful people who I connect to via it. 

SF: Tea or coffee?
S: Neither - both are disgusting hahaha! I’m more of a hot chocolate girl. 

SF: Favourite or dream holiday destination?
S: I love visiting the Netherlands, that has to be my favourite place to go. It’s just full of 
wonderful people, owers and yarn shops  

SF: Early bird or night owl?
S: Denitely a night owl, I often nd myself still working past 10pm. What can I say- I 
love my job 



YARN
CROCHET
WEAVING
DYEING
FIBRE
KNITTING
SKEIN
ENTRELAC
BRIOCHE
CHAIN
CONTINENTAL
PURL
ALPACA
FELTING
HOOK
MERINO
LOOM
CIRCULAR
SILK
STAPLE
SPINDLE
STITCH
WARP
WEFT
ROW
INCREASE

_ _ _ _ _’ _    _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Now use the remaining letters to spell out 
why you need to go to Stitch Fest 2021!

W��y Wordsearch

Email us with the answer by 30th May 2021
and we’ll pull 3 names out of the bag to each

 win a pair of free tickets to the show!
hello@stitchfest.co.uk



November 6th & 7th 2021

Newton Abbot Racecourse
Devon

Tickets and workshops 
will be on sale
1st July 2021

www.stitchfest.co.uk




